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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



Wilh regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise 
indicated under this item. 



| 1 This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (Rule 12.4) 

1 1 international preliminary examination (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been furnished to the 
receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
this report): 

the international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 



□ 



pages 



pages* 



pages* 



as originally filed/ furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the claims: 



nos. 



nos.' 



nos. 



nos/ 



as originally filed/furnished 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 



the drawings: 
sheets 



as originally filed/ furnished 



sheets* 



sheets* 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, nos. _____ 



□ the drawings, sheets/ figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

1 1 any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been made, since 
they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ 

the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/ figs 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



Statement 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


2, 


4, 


6, 


8, 


10, 


12 






YES 




Claims 


1, 


3, 


5, 


7, 


9, 


11, 


13 


-20 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


2, 


4, 


6, 


8, 


10, 


12 






YES 




Claims 


1, 


3, 


5, 


7, 


9, 


11, 


13 


-20 


NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1- 


20 














YES 




Claims 


















NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

[Citations ] 



Document 1: JP 2002-169515 A (Canon Inc.), 14 June 2002 

(Family: none) 

Document 2: JP 2002-191055 A (Toshiba Corp.), 05 July 

2002 & US 2002/122019 Al 



[Explanations] 

Claims 1, 3, 13 to 14 and 19 to 20 

Claims 1, 3, 13 to 14 and 19 to 20 lack novelty and 
do not involve an inventive step in the light of document 
1 cited in the international search report. 



[Comments ] 

The color image processing device disclosed in 
document 1 generates white signals (W image signals) that 
conform to the formula W = min(R in/ G in , B in ) and yellow- 
signals (Y image signals) that conform to the formula 
Ye = (R in -W, G in -W) by means of signal processing (refer 
to paragraphs [0052] to [0054] and fig. 2 to 3) . 

In addition, document 1 (embodiment 2) presents a 
color image processing device eguipped with a means that' 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



generates a first white output signal for displaying the 
color white (i.e., a signal for displaying the color 
white which includes information pertaining to the 
position of the W field and information pertaining to the 
intensity level of the W field) based on said white 
signal and said yellow signal (as well as other color - 
signals') (refer to paragraph [0079]). Likewise, said 
color image processing device also generates a blue 
signal for displaying the color blue (i.e., a signal for 
displaying the color blue which includes information 
pertaining to the position of the B field and information 
pertaining to the intensity level of the B field) based 
on the white signal and the yellow signal. 

In the written response, the applicant asserts that 
although the W signals that are generated by the color 
image processing device disclosed in document 1 exhibit a 
modified field sequence in comparison to the signals that 
also include the Y component, said W signal is ultimately 
output in its original state as a serial signal, and thus 
the invention disclosed in document 1 does not utilize 
the technique that is set forth in the present 
application whereby a "first white output signal W ou t (1) , 
which is output in order to display the color white, is 
generated based on the aforementioned white signal (W) 
that was generated and the aforementioned yellow signal 
(Ye) that was generated." However, the scope of the 
disclosure "generat ing...based on../' includes configurations 
wherein the white signal (W) and the yellow signal (Ye) 
are only used to determine the output order, and thus the 
scope of the inventions that are set forth in the 
abovement ioned claims cannot be considered to exclude 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations mid explanations supporting such statement m 



such configurations . 

In other words, claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 to 
20 do not delimit the specific manner in which each 
"white output signal" is generated, and thus the 
assertions made by the applicant in the written response 
cannot be considered to be applicable. 

For example, the scope of a configuration wherein a 
"pixel signal is generated based on a clock signal and an 
image signal" naturally includes configurations wherein 
the magnitude of the clock signal is not reflected in the 
components of the pixel signal; given such an example,, 
surely one should be able to understand why the 
abovement ioned assertion by the applicant is not 



applicable . 

(Naturally, the findings with regards to the 
novelty of the inventions in question are not based 
solely on comparisons of embodiment-level inventions, as 
should be apparent from the fact that the inventions set 
forth in the other claims, which delimit the specific 
manner in which the white signals are generated, have 
been found to be novel.) 

In addition, the assertions made by the applicant 
in the written response include sections that pertain to 
the image display side of a system that includes the 
inventions set forth in the present application. However, 
the inventions set forth in the present application are 
related to image processing, and thus even a perfunctory 
look at the sections in question is sufficient to 
determine that said sections are not applicable (as is 
also indicated in Box VIII) . 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 to 20 

Claims 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11 and 13 - to 20 lack novelty 
and do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 2 cited in the international search report. 



[Comments ] 

Document 2 (embodiment 2) discloses a color image 
processing device wherein yellow signals, cyan signals, 
magenta signals and the like are obtained by means of a 
signal processing technique similar to that of the 
inventions set forth in the present application. 
Furthermore, the signal comparator circuits (17 and 20) 
for displaying each color employ the white signals, 
yellow signals, cyan signals and magenta signals; 
therefore, the output signals for displaying each color 
can be considered to be generated based on the color 
signals in question. Furthermore, the first and second 
white output signals in the intermediate stage correspond 
to the output signals that are output from the signal 
comparator circuits (17 and 20) . 

Such being the case, the scope of the inventions 
set forth in the present application can be considered to 
include the configurations disclosed in document 2 in 
cases when the abovement ioned technique for 
"generating...based on..." is not specifically delimited. 



The inventions set forth in claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 • 
and 12 are not disclosed in any of the documents that are 
cited in the international search report; therefore, the 
inventions in question are novel and involve an inventive 
step . 
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Certain documents cited 



1. Certain published documents (Rule 70. 10) 

Application No. 
Patent No. 

JP 2004-286865 A 
[E,X] 



Publication date 
( day/month/year) 



Filing date 
C day/monlh/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/mo nt Wyear) 



14 .10.2004 



19.03.2003 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70.9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non- written disclosure 
(d a y/rtio nt h/yea r) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring lo non- written disclosure 
( day/mo nt h/yea r) 
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Box No. VIII 



Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 

Claims 1 to 20 set forth "ooo signals for 
displaying the color X" (wherein X represents the color 
red, green, blue or white) ; however, the scope of the 
signals delimited by the disclosure "...for displaying the 
color X" includes any signal that is associated with 
"displaying the color X" (no matter how indirectly) , and 
thus the scope of the inventions set forth in claims 1 to 
20 is unclear. 

In the written response, the applicant asserts that 
the disclosures in question are clear; however, said 
assertion is not applicable. 

First of all, the inventions set forth in claims 1 
to 20 all pertain to "color image processing," and not to 
a display device or a display method. 

Furthermore, the phrase "for displaying" only 
vaguely specifies the manner in which the signals are 
utilized, and said phrase cannot be considered to have a 
specific technical significance. This should be clear 
from the fact that it is impossible to differentiate a 
"red input signal for displaying" from a "red input 
signal for printing" as signals, for example. 

Therefore, it is impossible to understand exactly 
how and to what extent the "ooo signals for displaying 
the color X" are intended to limit the technical scope of 
the "color image processing device" or the "color image 
processing method" which are set forth in the present 
application, and thus the scope of the inventions set 
forth in claims 1 to 20 is unclear. 
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Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

(In addition, the features that are associated with 
displaying are related to items other than the image 
processing circuit. Therefore, if said features are 
intended to be characteristic features of the inventions, 
then the present application should set forth either 
"display devices" or "display methods" instead of "color 
image processing devices" or "color image processing 
methods," should it not?) 
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